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Heavey 
BATALLION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 


December 28, 2001. The time is 1136 hours 

and this is Battalion Chief Steven King, 

Safety Battalion FDNY. 

I'm conducting an interview with the 
following individual: Fire Marshal Stephen 
Heavey, H-E-A-V-E-Y, from Brooklyn Base 
Squad 34. The interview is regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. Steve, you can start whenever you would 
like. 

A. Okay. I was working the Monday overnight 
shift, which would go until 9:30 in the morning, so 
I was still in the office. I actually had -- I was 
supposed to work Tuesday but I had that off. I was 
working Monday night. So I'm in the office. It was 
a very quiet night so there wasn't much going on. 

I was at my desk and next to my desk is the 
scanner, which is set on Brooklyn, and they 
announced the second alarm at the Trade Center. I 
forget the box for the particular tower and I turned 
to one of the guys that was working, was in our Fire 
Marshal class and he's a former 10 Truck member. So 


I said, "Hey, a second alarm at the Trade Center." 
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Then I switched the radio to Manhattan. There 
was some various communications. The only thing I 
remember is I guess it was the Engine 10 chauffeur 
very excitedly asking the dispatcher to send every 
ambulance you got. The only thing I remember is I 
believe the first division telling the dispatcher: 
"Go to fall back, step three." 

By that time whatever TV channel we had on, I 
think it was 7, broke in with it and you could see a 
serious part of the Trade Center. It was 
unconfirmed reports of a plane crash. And we were 
just sort of all fixated on it. It was pretty much 
unclear what our role was. I mean we assumed we 
were going, but nothing official had come down. We 
were just sort of fixated by the TV. 

And then the second tower was hit. We didn't 
realize it. I mean it just sort of lit up. I 
didn't know what it happened. Pretty much at that 
time we just made sure each guy had a radio. 
Normally only one team carries a radio. So we 
divied up the radios and basically we went out 
there. I was in acar. I was with supervisor 
Grogan, because I was an extra guy. So I was pretty 


much assigned like the aide. So the supervisor 
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Brian Grogan was driving and I was in the passenger 

seat. 

We had a brief discussion of how we were going 
to get there. I said, maybe we shouldn't go through 
the Battery Tunnel in case there is a problem there. 
But we decided that was the quickest way that we 
were gonna get over there. So that's what we did. 

We came through the tunnel, parked the car 
right on the right. I guess when you come out of 
the tunnel there we just found a place to put the 
car. We didn't want to get it too close. And we 
both put all our clothing on, jumpsuit and turnout 
gear and we started walking toward the Trade Center. 

Somewhere on West Street we saw Assistant Chief 
Fire Marshal McCahey and he instructed us that the 
marshals were going to stage in front of 1 World 
Financial, which is just south of the pedestrian 
overpass on West -- at Albany. So that's what we 
did. We basically stood in front of that building. 
And that was really as close as we could get without 
being in danger of falling debris and victims, as it 
were. 

You know, again, our role was unclear. I 


didn't know if we were gonna be given equipment to 
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hump up or whether we were gonna be put to work in 
some sort of security role. It seemed to me a 
little too early to worry about the investigative 
angle. It seemed like there was a lot of work to be 
done. 

Shortly after we staged there I was standing 
next to Fire Marshals Mazzarella, Coyle, Grogan was 
there, but I think he stepped away to try to talk to 
somebody or to see what was happening. And I 
remember Fire Marshal Mazzarella -- we were all 
looking up and he turned to me and he said, "You 
know, Steve, I think we're a little bit too close." 
And at that point there was a loud noise and the 
building from the upper floors started pushing like 
the dust and debris and a shower of sparks and it 
was clear that some sort of major structural failure 
was in the works and, you know, our instinct was to 
run. The guys started running. 

They were all in their civilian clothes. I was 
the only one standing there in my full marshal gear, 
including the leather boots and turnout coat and 
helmet. So I was a little slower than them. 
Actually, I was a little stunned. I didn't know if 


I could outrun this thing because, you know, we 
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didn't know if it was gonna fall on its axis or 


pancake. 

So we ran south and made a turn, a right turn, 
which would put us on Albany Street toward the river 
and I figured this One World Financial building 
seemed to be a rather tall building in its own right 
and I sort of found a corner and sort of ducked into 
it and knelt down and put my hands over my head on 
my helmet, expecting to get hit with debris. 

I remember getting hit with like sand and 
stuff. No debris, just sand. Then there was just a 
blackened cloud of dust and soot. It probably 
lasted -- you know, I held my breath as long as I 
could. It probably lasted about two minutes. It 
was rather difficult to breathe there. I was 
worried for a moment that I might actually get 
asphyxiated by this stuff. But then it broke enough 
at ground level. There was maybe a 2 feet ceiling 
you could start to see a little daylight. 

Those marshals, some of them had gone into the 
parking garage and we were able to find most of 
them. I know at least John Coyle particularly had 
run -- we found out later he was ahead of us and he 


went west on Albany into one of these buildings. 
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Hudson View West or something, according to the map 
here, into the lobby just to get out of the dust. 

We regrouped -- we tried to find a rear 
entrance out of there, but we couldn't figure it out 
so we exited the we way came in and proceeded west 
on Albany towards the esplanade. Were gonna try to 
regroup and determine what our next move would be. 
At that point there was communication on our radio 
that we should make our way south toward the 
battery, all the marshals were gonna try to 
rendezvous and make sure everybody was all right and 
try to figure out what we were gonna do next. 

At that point I didn't know the extent of the 
collapse. I didn't realize it was a big pancake. I 
can't say I recall the other tower collapsing. You 
know, needless to say the whole area took on a very 
sinister tone. We didn't know what was coming next. 
Suddenly every mailbox and city bus was a bomb. You 
know, every civilian was a terrorist and we made our 
way down to the battery. 

As we went, more and more Fire Marshals, we 
would see guys and there were civilians who were 
asking what to do because I was in my gear. I guess 


I was recognizable. Most of them were dazed. There 
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was one Hatzollah Ambulance that had a guy ona 


stretcher. I instructed them to remain at the 
esplanade until the boats would come. Boats 
definitely came to the Battery. 

Clearly they were safer at the esplanade than 
heading north. We made our way south to the Battery 
and ended up at that restaurant. There were the two 
Chief Fire Marshals. The Chief and the Assistant 
Chief ended up there. We basically stood by for a 
while and then we... 

Q. Did you stay down there or later on did 
you have other jobs? 

A. We were instructed to go to the Manhattan 
office, which we did. We were given some personal 


time and then we were -- 


Q. Where were you when Seven World Trade 
Center -- 
A. Oh, we actually from there, we made our 


way to the command post at the college. 

Q. On Greenwich? 

A. And I was actually standing on I believe 
it's Greenwich Street when 7 collapsed and I 
remember running about a block and ducking in. 


Because after the experience with that dust I didn't 
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know how far this cloud -- but it seemed to disburse 
before it got to us. They were apparently further 
up north where it didn't affect us there. We stayed 
at the command post for a while. We were given 
something to eat. 

I remember seeing one of the Fire Marshals 
there, Andy Difusco, bring in a man in custody, in 
handcuffs, from some sort of looting incident. 

Q. You didn't mention the north tower. 

You're not clear about the north tower? Do you know 
where you were when it came down? 

A. No. I know we went west on Albany to the 
esplanade, probably somewhere along the esplanade. 
But I don't remember hearing it. In other words, I 
don't remember it as an event, because the dust was 
constant. Obviously that collapse had produced 
more, but it didn't -- I don't recall another event. 

Q. Is that pretty much it? 

A. That's all I can remember. 

BATALLION CHIEF KING: The time is 1147 
hours and the interview with Fire Marshal 


Heavey is concluded. 


